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When we first moved to California I was told that the three important things about purchasing a home in the Bay Area was price, size and commute. The problem was that I would only be able to choose two of these three things, the third would be determined by my choice of the other two.





And that’s how it worked out.  I purchased a larger home in Petaluma at a reasonable price but, boy, was it a long commute to San Francisco.





Many of the problems we face as a society are similar.  We can control only so many of the variables and must accept their impact on others.  The crucial step is to control what is most important and accept the rest.





In discussions about the educational system during the last several years it has been insisted that solutions be found without impacting cost, personnel, methods of instruction or the students. It can’t be done.  The problems are caused by one or more of the items we don’t want to change.





I have a saying, “If you keep doing what you’re doing, you’ll keep getting what you’ve got.” There is no way to solve a problem without changing something.  In the example of the education problem, I have come up with simple solution #27.





What are the basic goals of education? Basic/simple goals?  Reading, writing and arithmetic, the old 3R’s.  If you can’t read, there’s no way you can study anything at a higher level.  If you can’t write, there’s no way you can effectively communicate beyond your voice’s range.  And, if you don’t understand numbers, you won’t ever know if you’re being underpaid.





Why don’t we just go back to the 3R’s?  In a nutshell, my solution is that until a student can handle the 3R’s at his grade level, he wouldn’t allowed to move on or take any other subjects.





This might sound excessive. But, think about it.  How can a person that can’t handle the 3R’s at his grade level hope to read well enough to learn history or write well enough to demonstrate his skills (take tests). Math skills are a way to show that a person can reason out a problem.  Whether it’s how much will four tires cost or how long will it take to drive 500 miles, there are lots of little math problems in life.





There isn’t much chance someone who isn’t competent in the 3R’s will succeed in higher education.  So who are we fooling and who are we harming with our social promotions?





Even those who will have blue collar careers (which now often pay more than the white collar ones) need the 3R’s.





So instead of trying to fix the present system without changing it, let’s bring it back to doing it’s basic job of teaching the 3R’s and then let the education system expand as it’s ability to provide a basic education is proven.





How might
